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PONGAL FESTIVAL
Pongal is the popular harvest festival celebrated in South India, 

particularly in Tamil Nadu. It falls in mid January every year. This festival 
lasts for four days. The Rangammal School celebrated this festival in a 
traditional way. The students and teachers were divided into four groups 
and each group is responsible to illustrate one of the four days of Pongal. 
The male and the female teachers wore their traditional dresses. Madam 
also wore our traditional dress saree and she looked very nice. 

The celebration started in the morning itself. Each group was busy 
with their preparation for the celebration. The District Differently Abled 
Welfare Officer was invited as a chief guest and tourists from Switzerland 
also joined in the celebration. Meanwhile the girls in the each group were 
busy with the ‘Kolam’ competition and the senior boys were getting ready 
to climb the ‘Slippery Pole.’ The first group cleaned the campus and burnt 
the unwanted things with fire, illustrating the beginning of a new life. The 
second group cooked a delicious Pongal with jaggery and fresh milk for all 
of them. The third group used one of our cows with her calf and offered 
honour to them for all the benefits cows give to man. The fourth group 
conducted traditional games: Kabbadi, Slippery Pole and breaking the pot. 

The DDARO Officer and our Madam, visited each group, and 
appreciated their effort making the celebration so joyful. They both 
participated in breaking the pot with their eyes blindfolded. The tourists 
were excited to watch the traditional games and the cultural significance was 
explained to them. They were given three chances to strike the pot with a 
stick and they broke it. It was a happy moments for them. The senior 
students made a pyramid of themselves and climbed up the 20 feet high 
slippery pole, and won the prize. It was thrilling to watch it. 

After that, everyone enjoyed riding on the bullock cart. The children had 
a wonderful time with Madam. In the end of the celebration, the winners were 
given prizes. The children enjoyed sweet Pongal and sugar cane. It was lovely 
to watch the children eating sugar cane and chatting with their class teachers 
and friends.      





MADAM’S 80TH BIRTHDAY:

It was a joyful occasion where the Rangammal School celebrated Madam’s 80th 
Birthday. The RMRS family: FNSN, IETC and EIC and the staff from RMRH and the 
Sub-Committee members joined together with the school for the celebration. 

The celebration was conducted in a brightly decorated assembly hall where all 
the staff and the students were dressed in their colourful dress. Madam appeared in her 
modest dress and looked young and bright. Her age surprised many well-wishers, 
because, most of the octogenarian of our country could not involve themselves in active 
works and they will take rest from their works and will be at home only. Madam is very 
brisk and active in spite of her age. 

It was a joyous moment for the entire Rangammal family. The students and the 
staff members had organised a special programme to express their love and gratitude 
towards Madam. It was an exciting day with prayer. The ceremony began with special Pooja 
by Hindu priests offering special prayers to the Hindu gods with 80 plates of fruits, flowers 
and sweets representing Madam’s 80th birthday and it was called ‘SadhaAbishegam.’ It was 
followed by a High Mass conducted by Fr.Saul a Catholic Priest. The staff and students 
joined in. In the afternoon, the Mullah’s from the local mosque came and offered prayers. All 
the staff, students and well wishers joined in all the prayers and prayed for her good health 
and long life.

The parents and the old students also came and wished our Madam. Hearing 
Madam’s 80th birthday many well-wishers came and joined in the celebration. Bundles of 
Birthday Cards, lovely Rose saplings, dances, songs and music created a celebrative 
atmosphere. Madam was welcomed by the staff and students to cut the cake and all of them 
merrily sang the birthday song for her. The staff and the children showed their love and 
gratitude by offering cards, bouquets, gifts etc.

Madam arranged a special dinner for all of them. They enjoyed the delicious 
lunch and also, in the afternoon, solo dance, group dance were conducted by each wing 
of the RMRS family. Madam expressed her pleasure and gratitude to all for making 
the day so special. It was a memorable day for the entire organization.

Her godliness and her dedication have been portrayed through her love and 
care for the children with disabilities for the last 25 years. She still works hard round 
the clock for the welfare of these children and it is amazing to look at her daily 
schedule. She is really a Teresa of our hometown! 





REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION:

The Rangammal School celebrated Republic Day on Jan 26th with the rest of India.  
The celebration was headed by the District Collector at the Collectorate.  Selected 
schools in the District were invited to participate in the celebration.  Rangammal 
School was one among the invited schools.

The celebration started with the hoisting of the national flag by the District Collector.  
In his Republic Day address, the Collector highlighted the significance of the day, and 
made the children aware that the future of the country lies in their hands.

The other schools participating in the programme performed dances showing the 
culture of India.  Rangammal, however, chose to perform in dance and mime a 
history of the development of India since she became a Republic in 1950 choosing four 
main areas.

a) Development of improved sanitation in the villages.  The great majority of 
people now have, if not individual toilets, access to toilet blocks, thus reducing 
the incidence and spread of gastro-intestinal disease.

b) Improvements in agricultural practice and the introduction and wide use of 
machinery to replace the old bullock drawn plough.

c) Improved health care with 24 hours health care provision provided in the 
villages at Health Care Centres, particularly concentrating on maternity care 
and safe delivery and the practical elimination of polio in all Indian States due 
to the widespread Rotary Campaign with 95% uptake of infants and children.

d) The development of Primary Education for all, making it compulsory for all 
children to attend school from five years onwards.

There was great applause from the public and everyone participated in the 
programme enjoyed our students’ performance.  The District Collector appreciated 
our students and gave prizes to them.  One of our 6th Std. boys, Abinesh, presented the 
Collector with a portrait of himself, drawn by Abinesh.  The District Collector was 
very much impressed, to the delight of Abinesh, with the picture and he and his family 
took a photo with our student.  





VISITORS:

This month we had three visitors from the U.K.  – Suzanne, 
Heather and Eleanor.For both Suzanne and Heather, this 
was a follow up visit from last year, when they had worked 
with the children in IETC.  Suzanne who is a very 
experienced hydrotherapist expressed her delight at the 

progress the children had made since her previous visit.  In the hydrotherapy ‘lessons’ 
we concentrate largely on children who are suffering from cerebral palsy, resulting in 
hemiplegia or diplegia resulting in movement issues affecting their mobility.  Mostly 
our children suffer from spastic or ataxic muscular type cerebral palsy with 
consequent low muscle tone, causing loss of strength and firmness or high muscle 
tone, causing rigidity and spasmodic movement.  These children benefit greatly from 
hydrotherapy.  The improvement in their condition is very good to see.

However, hydrotherapy in the form of ‘learning to swim’ benefits all.  Consequently 
twice a week, selected children are given this opportunity which they thoroughly 
enjoy.  It is an opportunity they would never have been able to experience and it is a 
great delight to see the pleasure on their faces.

Heather also seemed very pleased at the progress of the children since her last visit.  
She taught Mrs. Celine (our Occupational Therapist) some very valuable lessons 
demonstrating on each child and tailoring the lessons to their requirements.  Celine 
has been following these guidelines and the results, though not earth shaking, are 
obvious to see.

Another visitor was Miss. Eleanor Clark, whose main claim to fame, as for as 
Rangammal is concerned, is that she is the daughter of Mrs. Angela Clark who has 
done such marvelous work on the sponsorship scheme.  Mrs. Alamelu, one of our 
senior teachers is her partner in India and both of them have done an excellent job for 
the benefit of the children.

Eleanor is very interested in speech therapy and plans to train as a Speech Therapist 
on her return to the U.K.  Initially she worked closely with our Speech Therapist but 
after about 10 days, succumbed to mumps.

There was an outbreak in the town and one or two of our children developed the 
condition.  As Eleanor had not suffered from the condition as a child, she succumbed!.

Although it is not a serious illness in itself, it often results in post infection debility so 
it was felt that Eleanor would recover more quickly in the temperate climate of the 
U.K.

However, even if her visit was cut short, she had a ‘taste of India’ which is an 
experience in itself!





PARENTS TEACHERS ASSOCIATION:

The Rangammal School organises a Parent-Teacher 
Meeting on the second Saturday of every month. In 
February, the meeting was held in the auditorium hall. 

The main purpose of meeting is to create a common platform, 
where teachers and parents come together to enrich the student’s educational 
experiences and discuss a variety of issues, regarding the all round development of the 
students. The meeting was organised under the guidance of Madam Sylvia.  Many 
parents attended the meet.

The meeting started with a Tamil Greeting song.  The welcome address 
and introductory speech was given by the Head Teacher Mr.Raja. He 
explained how the PTA can assist us to provide the best possible learning 
environment for the students. All faculty members were introduced to the 
parents and said a few words.

One of the senior teachers, Mrs. Alamelu talked about the general 
academic level of the students and there was a great interaction between the 
teachers and the parents. Both strengths and weaknesses were discussed and 
suggested areas of improvement.  

The progress report of the each student was shown to the parents and their 
suggestions were noted. A video was shown and the child who had secured first place 
in the class appeared on the screen. It was a great surprise for the students as well as 
for the parents. The parents of the toppers were so happy seeing their children on the 
screen. The other parents encouraged their children to do well in their studies. 

Another senior teacher, Mrs.Stella talked about the cleanliness to be 
maintained in the class as well as in the hostel. Then she explained to the parents 
the value of digital hearing aids and how they have to be maintained. 

Finally, Madam encouraged the parents not to worry unduly about their 
children’s future. She pointed out that this school has moulded hundreds of 
students and the majority are well settled in life. The parents were moved by 
her speech. Madam thanked the parents for their involvement in the 
development of their children. She also thanked the teachers for their great 
efforts in the progress of the students.  

The meeting was concluded with the National Anthem. One of the parents, Rogan’s 
mother stood up and thanked Madam and the teachers with tears for giving her son 
the best education here and she was very happy about her son’s progress.  





AUDIOLOGIST VISIT:

As you know, in the year 2014 Phonak, Hear the World Foundation supplied 
our children with hearing aids especially calibrated to the level and type of 
hearing loss experienced by the child.

Prior to this, some of the children were issued Siemens hearing aids due to the 
generosity of Rotary, U.K.  This was a great improvement on the body type hearing 
aids issued by the Government.

Consequently, a great change has taken place in the lives of the students especially for 
infants who have been able to wear these hearing aids from 4 ½ -5 years old.

Maturation of speech is reckoned to occur in the first 3 years of life.  If 
in this period, deaf children have not had the benefit of good quality 
hearing aids calibrated to their level of hearing loss, the chances of 
developing coherent speech is drastically reduced.

At present, all the children at Rangamml are provided with digital hearing aids and 
are regularly visited by a team of Audiologist headed by Mrs. Crystal, Director of 
Sonova (Phonak), Mumbai.  A Paediatric Audiologist Mrs. Pallavi also visited this 
time.  They stayed for two days.

They discussed with the six teachers who are known as our audiology 
team and who have been trained by them over the past four years.  
With Madam’s permission, these six teachers signed up for a 
certificate course in Audiology through an e-learning platform 
provided by Phonak.

The ultimate goal is to train the teachers themselves to programme the hearing aids 
and undertake the repair work.

The teachers are very interested and are doing well.

The audiologist visited the class and met and discussed with the children 
wearing the aids their experiences and suggestions. 

The team were very happy and expressed amazement at the significant 
change in the clarity of speech of many of the children especially the younger 
children

Mrs. Chandra, our recently appointed speech therapist was also one of the 
team and has contributed significantly to the speech development of the 
children.





FIELD TRIP:

The history of the Indian Railway system goes back to the time of the 
British Raj. Development was started in the year 1853 from the major cities to 
the port areas for export and import of goods plus passenger services at a later 
date. Since then the Railways have grown into a vast network one of the 
largest in the world. It has proved a great integrating force for the economic 
and personal life of the population.

Therefore, the Rangammal School wanted the students to have an exposure 
to the working of the railways and the day to day activities at the railway station. 
The students were taken to the railway station in Thiruvannamalai and they were 

filled with excitement as many had never been on a train. 

First, they bought the platforms tickets and on entering, they observed 
so many people rushing back and forth around the station and some people 
were sitting on chairs awaiting  their respective trains. The students noticed 
the enquiry section where passengers crowded to enquire about trains. There  

was a man in a black coat standing near the entry of the station and the 
teacher explained  to the students that he was the Travelling Ticket Examiner 
in short TTE. 

Our students also noticed a huge digital board that announced the arrival 
and departure time schedule of trains and the teacher explained to them its 
workings. They also took note of the office of the Station Master and the booking 
clerk. The students observed the passengers how they fill in the reservation and 
cancellation forms and they also observed the people getting 
current tickets.  

Then, with permission, our students had an opportunity to 
meet the Station Master and he welcomed our students, took them 
to the control room, and explained to them how the signals are 
operated and trains are controlled. Our students were surprised at the efficiency 
of the services. Then, they waited in the platform for the next train and when the 
next train arrived, they had an opportunity to observe how the people board and 
get down from the train. The students were taught what are the services offered 
to the passengers in the coach: second class sleeper coaches, A.C sleeper and 

Chair Cars and unreserved coaches. The children enjoyed this trip and came back 
with new experiences.  





TROUBLE SHOOT:

The provision of hearing aids is one thing but the maintenance is quite another.

During their visit, the Audiologists trained the teachers in these skills so that at least 

minor repairs can be undertaken here, otherwise the child is often deprived of the 

hearing aid for many days and sometimes weeks.

They trained them in minor repairs

a) Bent tube changing

b) Battery level checking

c) Cleaning the mould

d) Wind / Weather changing?

As the hearing aids are such compact devices, it is very easy for ear wax and other 

debris to become trapped in the tiny holes and spaces.

Mr. Elanchezhian leader of the team suggested that these same skills can be taught to 

the students themselves to maintain their own aids.

The students above 8thStdenthusiastically learnt these skills so as they move on to 

higher classes they can maintain their own aids and only have to depend on others for 

major problems.





OPENING CHRISTOPHER’S GARDEN:

Christopher’s Garden is one of the most loved places in the garden.  In its Centre is a 

round thatched open sided Summer House with a tiled floor and surrounded with a 

garden containing many flowering trees and shrubs.  The children love to go there as 

it is a quiet and tranquil place and they can study or read or just sit and relax.

It is also a favourite place for the birds and if one goes there calmly in the morning or 

early evening, it is full of bird songs, which unfortunately the children cannot hear but 

they love to watch the birds and compare their colours.

The garden was named after Christopher Lydon, the second son of Michael and 

Judith Lydon who are great friends of Madam and long term supporters of the S.W. 

Trust.

Unfortunately Christopher was born with a condition called ‘Spina Bifida’ which 

caused complete paralysis of legs and organs below the lesion in his spine, so the 

greater part of his life was spent in a wheel chair.

However that did not stop his enjoyment of life.  He was very friendly and sociable 

with a wonderful sense of humor.  He learnt to play a musical instrument and was 

expert at ‘giving us a tune’.  He was much loved by his family, and all who came in 

contact with him, which includes Madam.

Unfortunately, he died in his mid thirties but his memory lives on in so many hearts.  

For this reason, Madam made the garden and Christopher is known and prayed for 

by so many people he would never have had a chance to meet in life.  

May he rest in peace.





WOMENS DAY:

As we know, Women’s Day is celebrated worldwide on March 8th during 
which women’s changing role in Society is highlighted and women who 
have made their mark in political, economic and social activities are 
honoured.

Rangammal School celebrated in a grand manner.  The Majority of our 
teachers are female.  The children are divided more or less 50 / 50 male 

and female but the males still dominate in the higher classes i.e. 10th Std. upwards.  In 
the not too distant past in India, female children were often kept at home to care for 
the younger members of the family or removed from schooling at an early age.  Now 
times are gradually changing and Higher Education in all fields e.g. medicine, 
engineering, architecture, managerial, etc.  is attracting female candidates, not just 
the traditional professions of teaching and nursing.  

In Rangammal, all staff gathered in the auditorium.  The male staff presented each 
female staff, including domestic staff with a rose and a bar of chocolate. On this day 
the female staff came in their beautiful saris including Madam who looked so nice.

The male staff had organized an entertainment for the ladies to honour them.  Mr. 
Raja, Head Teacher, talked about the influence of women throughout the ages and 
quoted many proverbs and poems illustrating this.  He praised the hard work and 
dedication of Madam Sylvia over the past four decades among the poor and needy.  
The staff and children stood up and applauded her for her services. 

The male teachers then showed a PowerPoint presentation highlighting those they 
regarded as the top 10 women in India and their achievements.  The children 
applauded with great joy knowing Madam was also one among them.

A special video was shown illustrating the contrast between the traditional role of 
women especially in India i.e. forcibly kept at home doing household works, bearing 
and caring for children and in all things subject to the husband.

Now this role is changing and women are represented in all types of professions 
including senior management posts.

The male staff and the boys then presented a cultural show 
which was very entertaining.

This was followed by a special staff lunch at which the men 
served and washed up!

The ladies thoroughly enjoyed it and Madam thanked the male 
staff and boys for their co-operation and for making the day a 
very special one for their female colleagues.





MEDICAL CAMP:

With the advent of the new Medical College Hospital, health care camps are 

organized in the Government Schools.  Madam encouraged such a camp to 

be held for the children attending Rangammal Memorial Higher Secondary 

School for the Deaf.

A team of doctors and nurses came in March and conducted the camp.  Each child 

had a general physical examination, blood pressure check, BMI check, dental and eye 

check, blood sugar and haemoglobin. 

Any child who needed specialized advice - e.g.? Cardiac weakness was referred to the 

Government Hospital for Consultant opinion.

Doctors and Nurses gave lectures to all the older children 

plus the teachers on prevention of diarrhea (endemic in 

India) personal hygiene, the importance of clean water, etc.

They congratulated the staff on the level of hygiene in the school, provision 

of purified drinking water, etc. and were surprised at the children’s 

knowledge regarding common infectious diseases and their prevention and 

spread.

The children felt very proud that they were well schooled in the subjects and one little 

boy said it was very rare that children get sick in Rangammal.

The School authorities appreciated the doctors for their 

professionalism and valuable service.  The doctors in turn were 

very happy with the staffs’ co-operation and the children’s 

knowledge regarding clean water, food values and hygienic 

preparation of food.

Some of the children were given multi-vitamin tablets and oral iron 

and the doctors asked for Madam to be the one administering the 

tablets!

A health record is kept for each child





NUTRITIOUS FOOD CARNIVAL:

The Rangammal School not only gives importance to academic activities, but also 
to the extra-curricular activities. The School organized the food carnival in the 
school campus. Most of the students come from village backgrounds, so the 
teachers wanted to teach their students the nutritious value of the grains, 
pulses, nuts and vegetables which are available in their villages at a low-
price. 

Therefore, they chose the grains and nuts available in their village, such 
as:  rice, pearl millet, finger millet, green gram and vegetables. Each class was 
given the responsibility of erecting a stall illustrating one of the nutritious foods. 
The Primary section prepared sprout grains and vegetable salad. The Middle 

Section made the baked pearl millet powder with jaggery and finger millet cake. 
Everybody enjoyed these special nutritious foods. The High School Section made 
groundnut cake, which was very delicious. 

The assembly hall was buzzing with various activities. Madam 
visited each stall and tasted each food and then, she appreciated the 
teachers and the students for their effort. The other class teachers visited each 

stall with their students and explained how they were made the dishes and the 
nutritious value of each item. The children enjoyed tasting the different dishes and 
learned their importance. They showed their skill and teamwork. Moreover, they 
were encouraged to try to make these food items when they went back to their 
home. The children enjoyed it all very much.





D.D.A.W.O. VISIT 

Our present District Differently Abled Welfare Officer, Mrs. Janci, regularly visits 

Rangammal School.  She shows a special concern for the children and visits every 

class and interacts with the children.  She seems very well pleased with their progress.

She spent an appreciable time with the senior students who were preparing for their 

board exams and she encouraged them to work hard and do well. Even for students 

learning in regular schools, it is often difficult for them to get employment after 

school.  The unemployment rate amongst the youth in rural parts of India is very high 

and many have to settle for work well below their capabilities.

However, the Government has introduced various schemes e.g. organizations 

employing above 100 staff must give at least 3% of such jobs to the registered 

disabled.  Madam has always urged them to develop their computer skills and their 

ability to read and write English, even if not able to speak it, this will be of great 

advantage to them.  This advice was re-iterated by the DDRWO Mrs. Janci.  The 

students thanked her for her valuable advice.

She also paid a visit to the hostel and commented favourably on its excellent 

maintenance.  She discussed with staff, their work with the children and was pleased 

to hear of their willingness to devote extra time both before and after school to 

children who are struggling.

Mrs. Janci expressed her satisfaction with the visit and the atmosphere prevailing in 

the school.  





BOARD EXAMINATIONS FOR 10TH, 11TH, 12TH STD:

In India, at the age of 15 years, the children sit their first Public Examination known 
as the 10th Standard.

Rangammal is a Government recognized Higher Secondary School so our children sit 
the same examinations as children in ‘regular’ schools.

They are examined in five subjects

1. Tamil – Language and Literature
2. Maths (includes algebra and geometry)
3. Science - which includes physics and chemistry
4. Social Science – which includes history and geography
5. English – which includes grammar and some English literature – poetry, etc.

            Computer – practical and theoretical is also included.

In the past, the hearing impaired children were excused from learning a second 
language i.e. English.  However, Madam felt that this was not helping them but 
doubly handicapping them, as an ability to read and write English, (even if not able to 
speak it) is a valuable asset when applying for employment at a later stage.  This all 
means that both children and teachers work very hard.

Children who are not academic or who are more interested in following a career as an 
electrician or mechanic etc may leave school after 10th Std. and be admitted for 
practical training in either a Government or Private ‘Polytechnic’. 

If they wish to go on to further education, they must do two more years in school 
known as 11th Std. and 12th Std.  The majority of our children choose to do this.

At 11th Std. Commerce, Accountancy, etc. is introduced into the curriculum.

For the first time, this year, the Government conducted public exams for all children 
studying at 11th Std. in the 5 subjects already outlined plus commerce and computer 
knowledge – practical and theoretical.  Our children felt that they had done well.

12th Std. covers the same subjects at an advance level.  If they are successful in these 
exams, they may go on to University, which many do, mostly to study B.Com.  Those, 
whose families are not able to afford this, can be helped by the bursary fund set up by 
the family of Dennis and Frances Macaulay in honour of their parents.

The children and their families are genuinely appreciative of the financial help given 
by their sponsors and a common phrase they use is ‘I will never forget in all my life’ 
and knowing them, I can assure you that they won’t.





FAREWELL & EXCURSION:

The students, staff and management of Rangammal School, said farewell 

to the outgoing students of class 12. It was an occasion for the outgoing 

students to look back at the time that they have spent in the school 

campus and the education that they acquired during this period.

This year, 25 students successfully completed their 12th standard. The parents of the 

outgoing students were also invited for the function. The General Manager told the 

parents that the school has transformed their children and it was the responsibility of 

the parents to continue to guide and encourage them.

The Head teacher appreciated the students’ hard work and also 

appreciated the teachers for their dedication and comprehensive care 

equipping them for their future life. He also appreciated Madam’s 

love and example to the children. The senior teachers also spoke 

about their experiences with the outgoing students.  Madam encouraged the students 

to shine like stars wherever they might go and she blessed them all. The students and 

the parents thanked Madam and the teachers and they left the school with joy but 

many tears.                   

EXCURSION:

As a special treat, Madam arranged a two day outing to Yercaud (a 

nearby Hill Station) for the twenty five young people leaving our 

school this academic year.The Sisters of Grace and Compassion run 

a Guest House there and they kindly agreed to let us stay. 

 Madam, Mr. Raja – H.M., Mr. Elanchezhian and Mrs. Kalaiselvi, 

accompanied the young people and we all had a great time boating, 

trekking, riding on the exhibits in the theme park and eating 

delicious food prepared by the Sisters.  One of the girls, Sumithra, 

celebrated her eighteenth birthday during our stay.

All agreed it was an unforgettable experience for them even if many tears were shed 

at parting.

Madam says she has not been hugged by so many nineteen year old boys for many 

years!




